
Brian	  Solis:	  
A	  Visionary	  

	  
This	  week	  in	  Agency,	  we	  got	  the	  amazing	  chance	  to	  Skype	  with	  
Mr.	  Brian	  Solis,	  author	  of	  the	  book	  we	  are	  reading	  in	  this	  class,	  
“Engage!”.	  It	  was	  an	  awesome	  Q&A	  session	  with	  him	  and	  what	  
he	  had	  to	  say	  just	  blew	  my	  mind.	  His	  passion	  was	  just	  so	  well	  
seen	  that	  I	  think	  the	  whole	  class	  was	  pretty	  impressed	  just	  how	  
awesome	  he	  is.	  

A	  couple	  things	  that	  really	  stood	  out	  to	  me	  about	  this	  Skype	  
meeting,	  and	  please	  bare	  with	  me	  as	  I	  try	  to	  wrap	  my	  brain	  
around	  his	  long,	  but	  rad	  responses	  haha	  

He	  mentioned	  a	  lot	  about	  how	  the	  more	  we	  question	  things	  
and	  try	  to	  understand	  why	  there	  are	  certain	  standards,	  or	  why	  
things	  appear	  a	  certain	  way,	  or	  anything	  like	  that,	  we	  would	  be	  
constantly	  	  student	  and	  always	  learning.	  Never	  stop	  learning	  
and	  seeing	  what	  people	  are	  saying	  about	  future	  technology,	  
social	  media	  platforms,	  and	  everything	  else.	  

Mr.	  Solis	  also	  said	  that	  

“A	  blog	  is	  a	  platform	  to	  share	  what	  makes	  
you	  amazing.”	  

I	  love	  this	  because	  it	  not	  only	  is	  a	  little	  funny,	  but	  its	  really	  
encouraging.	  This	  blog	  might	  have	  just	  started	  because	  its	  an	  



assignment	  and	  we	  have	  to	  post	  blogs,	  but	  I’m	  just	  encouraged	  
to	  continue	  this	  blog	  after	  college	  is	  over.	  (38	  days	  left!)	  

Being	  a	  company	  and	  having	  a	  blog	  posting	  regularly	  helps	  a	  
company	  become	  more	  ‘human’	  	  and	  have	  that	  extra	  platform	  
to	  connect	  to	  consumers,	  fans,	  friends,	  anyone.	  Making	  a	  
company	  more	  human	  will	  do	  wonders.	  

At	  the	  end	  of	  our	  talk	  with	  Mr.	  Solis,	  he	  touched	  on	  how	  there	  
will	  be	  a	  huge	  digital	  transformation	  coming	  soon.	  Social	  media	  
as	  we	  know	  it,	  will	  be	  totally	  gone	  and	  possibly	  have	  something	  
different.	  Crazy!	  We	  think	  that	  our	  social	  media	  connections	  
are	  a	  huge	  part	  of	  our	  lives	  and	  even	  for	  companies	  to	  connect	  
to	  the	  people	  that	  ‘like’	  their	  page.	  But,	  Mr.	  Solis	  believes	  that	  
this	  will	  all	  change…	  and	  soon.	  Mr.	  Solis	  says:	  

“Make	  it	  part	  of	  a	  bigger	  story.”	  

Overall	  had	  an	  amazing	  time	  talking	  to	  Brian	  Solis	  and	  
honestly,	  I	  am	  super	  encouraged	  to	  just	  learn	  so	  much	  and	  
keep	  blogging.	  Keep	  tabs	  on	  the	  authors	  and	  just	  see	  what	  they	  
are	  up	  to,	  what	  they	  are	  talking	  about,	  anything.	  Brian	  Solis’	  
final	  words	  were:	  

“Work	  hard.	  Don’t	  give	  up.”	  

Follow	  Brian	  on	  Twitter:	  @BrianSolis	  	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



#BringBackOurGirls 

 
Breaking news today is the tragic story of Nigerian rebels 
kidnapping over 300 girls and threatening the public that they will 
sell the girls if they don’t get what they want. Already there have 
been over 100 girls sold over the boarder for $12 each. 

These are girls who are going to school to become nurses, teachers, 
girls with big dreams are now captive and being sold. 

Instead there is a heavy load of Activism going on everywhere. 
Giant public figures like Hillary Clinton, and Mary J. Blige have 
been Tweeting and going out to protests to support the movement 
to bring the girls home. 

There has been a ton of Social Media activism going on including 
the creation of the hash tag #bringbackourgirls and this has been 
going viral. 

So many people are using this hash tag to connect and bring 
everyone together via social media to stand in protest. Now there 
are more and more physical protests being held outside in Nigeria, 
and across the United States, begging the rebels to bring the girls 
home. 

Such a sad story and we all hope to actively bring those girls back 
home. 

In class, we were just talking about activism and what that really 
looks like, and today, this is a great, but tragic, example of 
activism. People are getting the media involved, there are protests, 



working with the government officials, and lots more to get people 
motivated to bring the girls home. 

Everyone is Tweeting and talking about ways to get people to join 
the activist movement. They are tweeting about why it relates to 
you, or why you should care, and its all really powerful. 

Just saw a tweet that 8 more girls were kidnapped within the last 
minute. 

There is no time to waste. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Are You Linked-In? 

 
Nowadays anyone who wants to have an online portfolio or just 
have a business medium with your resume on it, many people join 
LinkedIn. Its a great site to connect with business owners, network 
a little bit, get and give endorsements, anything! Its really a grew 
tool as well to find jobs and stay up to day on the latest industry 
news. 

But there is one thing I must say is very annoying. 

Their Emails. 

Throughout the day I at least get about 5 emails regarding their 
premium package for LinkedIn, or endorse someone, or anything! 
It’s really just amazing how many emails they send you. 

But since many, many people are on LinkedIn, about 100 Million 
people, they must see that LinkedIn is a valuable connecting tool, 
so there would be no reason to delete this social media 
app/resource. 

Thats the kicker: since many people won’t really leave LinkedIn, 
they still continue to receive all these emails and notifications and 
LinkedIn knows that! They want people to constantly check their 
profiles and others profiles all the time instead of Facebook or 
Twitter or anything else. 

LinkedIn is smart. By constantly notifying you whats going on in 
the world on LinkedIn, they literally keep you ‘Linked-In’ to the 
latest news, who got what job, and so on. 



Now the question is, is it working? How often to you check your 
LinkedIn Profile? How many times do you check on the latest job 
openings. Or look to see if anyone has endorsed you? Obviously it 
will take some time for LinkedIn to be more often checked because 
of how popular are on Facebook, Twitter, and Instagram, and of 
course others. 

It’s just funny how we don’t really see some campaigns happening 
until we stop and analyze what is really going on. 

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  



	  

This……….Is 
American Idol 

 
 
 
Have you ever noticed how American Idol is like a social media 
junkie? 

Honestly. 

They are always pushing people to tweet during the show, follow 
everyone on the show, and even when there are special 
appearances from other bands that perform, they create a hashtag 
out of it. 

And you see that trend on TV shows now. When a big event 
happens on drama shows, or a TV series, there are little hashtags in 
the top or bottom corners of the screen for people to tweet live. 

American Idol is awesome. They have now created this voting 
website using Google so now its easier than ever to vote and be 
apart of the show. 

Over the years American Idol has certainly been up with the 
Jones’. They have stayed current and always finding ways to 
reinvent fan interactions. 

Hashtags are awesome because it creates an online community. 
People search for the hashtag, find people talking about the same 



thing your talking about, and people converse. It’s a wonderful 
thing. 

All across America, people are on twitter talking about the musical 
performances and having conversations with each other from 
everywhere in the nation. Is awesome! 

I would love to do a PR case study on the evolution of social media 
on American Idol because honestly, I’m really impressed on how 
they plug it into the show, how interactive it is, I feel like 
American Idol has become cool again. Haha! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Old Fashioned PR 

 
Currently I work as a public relations director for Jam The City 
radio and part of my job is to network with other public relations 
professionals within the music industry. I recently went to Georgia 
for a big concert event and there I met the head PR coordinator, 
Emily, and she works for Turning Point Media out of Nashville. 

We later connected via email and she asked me to stay in touch 
with press releases and such, but then she asked for my mailing 
address. Most PR reps have only asked me for my email in the past 
so I found this interesting. 

I received a package in the mail one afternoon from Turning Point 
Media with a couple press releases and a CD of their new artists 
they are working with. I called her up to tell her how awesome that 
really was to be getting a hard copy of press materials. 

She told me that’s what they really like to do because everyone in 
the industry seems to only send things virtually, which you cant 
blame them for because we live in such a digital world, but giving 
out a hard copy of a CD and press materials brings more of a 
relationship into action. Its more personal and your not just apart of 
a mass email chain. 

And you know what? I read every press release she sent me and 
listened to that whole CD from start to finish. 

When your working in the music industry, it can be hard to create 
deep, personal relationships with other companies because 
everyone is located all over the nation. Connecting online is really 



the best medium, but when a company stands out and goes back to 
the old fashioned PR tactics, then that’s when the personal 
connection sets in. 

Just something I liked!	  
	  


